Three Records
Shubha Jagannatha

The Artifact
Veena is a traditional Indian classical
instrument. It is the instrument of
divine knowledge, ﬁrst depicted in
the arms of goddess Saraswathi, the
Hindu goddess of learning.
Veena is also a string of continuity
which has run through my family’s
history. This particular rare
mini-veena is roughly a century old, is
built to be played by a child, and is
the instrument with which three
generations of women — my
grandmother, my mother, and myself
— have started our musical journeys.

Three Records
I’ve created three records — one for my
grandmother, one for my mother, and one for myself.
Each record has three elements:
1.

A front cover with a graphics and a color scheme which
are symbolic to our individual stories.

2.

An accompanying recording* representing the different
cultural inﬂuences impacting each generation’s
expression of Indian classical music.

3.

A back cover with a story of this artifact and a reﬂection
on Indian classical music as related by each generation.

This is me playing the full-sized Veena in Livermore, CA

*All pieces are composed and performed by the members of Laya of Berkeley. I have performed Veena in the piece I’ve associated with my grandmother.

My Grandmother

music

Front: Colors
●

Pink and green is a common sari color
combination which my grandmother often wears.

●

Terracotta is the color of red Indian soil — a
characteristic element of tropical climates.

●

Gold is the color of turmeric, a spice which heavily
deﬁnes traditional South Indian cooking.

Front: Symbolism
●

Lotus is an symbol of divinity in Hindu beliefs.
Traditional Indian classical music is rooted in
religion and spirituality.

●

The henna patterns and the particular veena
graphic are threads of continuity on all three
records, representing the foundation in veena and
Indian music shared by all three generations.

●

1938 — the year my grandmother was born is the
year of this record’s release.

●

Made in India — my grandmother was born and
raised in India.

Music
(starts at 0:10)
To this day, my grandmother prefers the
traditional beauty and spirituality which
comes from pure Indian classical music
over all else.
This piece is a mix of North Indian
classical music (Hindustani) and South
Indian classical music (Carnatic).

Back
●

Paragraph 1: How the veena came into my
grandmother’s family.

●

Paragraph 2: The signiﬁcance of veena in bridging
the cultural gap between India and the United
States as well as between my grandmother and I.

My Mother

music

Front: Colors
●

Dark blue represents the oceans which my
mother crossed in moving from India to the
United States.

●

Light blue-green is a color sampled from the
Statue of Liberty.

●

Dark brown is the color of American soil.

●

Red is my mother’s favorite color as well as the
color of kum kum, a deep red powder used in
many Indian traditions. It is a symbol of the
endurance of Indian culture amidst my mother’s
move to the United States.

Front: Symbolism
●

The Statue of Liberty is the token symbol of
American liberty and of immigration due to
Ellis Island.

●

The words “VEENA” are placed behind the
statue as the primary focus of her generation
was in building a life and adapting to changes
in a new country. Veena took a back seat in her
life.

●

Henna designs and the veena graphic maintain
continuity between generations.

●

1971 — the year of my mother’s birth and the
release of this record.

●

Made in India — my mother was born and
raised in India.

Music
(starts at 0:10)
My mother loves listening to and
attending concerts for Indian classical
music. However, she won’t hesitate to put
on the latest Bollywood hits and jam out!
Interestingly, most Indian ﬁlm songs carry
hints of their traditional Indian classical
predecessors and they sometimes also
carry western inﬂuences.
This piece mixes Indian classical music
with popular songs from Indian movies.

Back
●

Paragraph 1: How the veena came to my mother.

●

Paragraph 2: The signiﬁcance of veena in
maintaining Indian roots in the United States.

Myself

music

Front: Colors
●

RGB is an additive color space where light and
color is created by adding together different
amounts of red, green, and blue. This
represents how many different cultural and
musical inﬂuences have come together to
construct the color of my sound.

Front: Symbolism
●

The spotlight represents how the focus and
pressure is placed on my generation of
second-gen Americans to carry on the
traditions and culture of our family despite
living in a different place and time.

●

The same henna designs and veena graphic are
here as well to represent the continuity and
commonalities between generations.

●

1999 — the year I was born and the year this
record was released.

●

Made in the U. S. A. — I was born and raised in
the United States.

Music
(starts at 0:15)
Growing up in the United States and in the age
of the internet has exposed me to many different
cultures and expressions of art. I draw inspiration
from every genre I listen to and thrive when I can
express the medley of cultures which deﬁne my
being through the arts.
I can often be found testing out my favorite
Varnams (Indian classical pieces) on the piano
and attempting to play my favorite pop songs on
the Veena.
This piece mixes Lalgudi G. Jayaraman’s Mohana
Kalyani Thillana with Charlie Puth and Meghan
Trainor’s recent hit, Marvin Gaye.

Back
●

Paragraph 1: How the veena came to me.

●

Paragraph 2: The signiﬁcance of veena in
allowing me to connect back with my mother
and grandmother as well as maintain my Indian
heritage.

Three Records
With change comes the need to adapt.
Over three generations and across several oceans, this Veena artifact has given my grandmother,
mother, and I a means to explore the changing world around us while maintaining a strong connection
to the cultures and traditions of our family.
This project consists of not only three musical records but also of three historical records documenting
the challenges, adaptations, and triumphs of my family’s journey to sustain Indian culture throughout
our shift to the United States.

